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Thus ſayeth the Lord of Hoſts, Conſider 
your Mays. 


HE Almighty is never introduced 
by the prophets as addreſſing mor- 
tals without inculcating ſome ſerious and 
uſeful leſſon. Such an admonition as the 
preſent would, indeed, require the higheſt 
authority to enforce it. From the mouth 
of man it would meet but with little re- 


gard in the world. From the voice of 


the Almighty it muſt then proceed: And 
even when “ the Lord of Hoſts“ com- 
mands us from his throne “ to conſider 
* our ways, ſuch is the levity and 
thoughtleſsne(s of the human heart, there 
is but too little attention paid to this 
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unerring Monitor! Pride and ſelf-deceit 
make us view our own characters with ſo 
much partiality, that we ſeldom think 
either of the neceſſity, or advantage of 
ſich a duty. Hurried on by the impulſe 
of preſent inclinations and appetites, we 
live without once conſidering the conſe- 
quences of things. Many travel through 
Iite with unconcern, and never think of 
its value and importance, till they are 
juſt about to leave it. The cares and 
tumults of the world ſeldom allow them 
leiſure either to deliberate, or reflect on 
their conduct, For want of Conlidera- 
tion, the ſinner proceeds in the path of 
iniquity, without ever thinking that his 
crimes are in oppoſition to an arm that 
can cruſh him to pieces—ingratitude to a 
benefactor that preſerves him in exiſtence 
—and rebellion, daring rebellion, againſt 
a Saviour, who bled and died for man- 
kind, Were he in time to attend to the 
ſilent inſtructions of reaſon and ſolid 
wiſdom, to that wiſdom which cometh 


from above; were he to have his mind 
impreſſed 


193 


impreſſed with ideas of duty, —all the 
miſeries of an irregular and diſſolute 
courſe might be eaſily prevented. 


To enumerate, therefore, a few of the 
advantages reſulting from Conſideration 
to ſhow the neceſlity of it to different 
characters, and at certain ſeaſons of lite, 
is, by the aſſiſtance of God, the deſign 
of the following diſcourſe, 


1. I mean to ſhew the neceſſity and 
advantage of Conſideration to mankind in 
general, from the importance of the part 
we are all now acting. 


The preſent ſyſtem of things is evi- 
dently intended as an introduction to a 
fucceeding and better one. Ihe fas 
* ſhion of this world paſſeth away ; but 
* there ſhall ariſe a new heaven and a 
„ new earth, wherein dwelleth righre- 
« quſneſs.” Amidſt all the buſtle, there- 
fore, which we now behold, amidſt all 
the variety of objects, which now attract 
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our attention, there are only three queſ- 
tions in the ſolution of which we are much 
intereſled ; What are we? Where are 
we? And, What 1s our final deſtination? 
Revelation alone gives us a fatisfactory 
anſwer to each of theſe queries. It informs 
us, that the part we are now acting 1s 
not only connected with time, but with 
eternity; that this ſtate of being is only 
the infancy 'of human nature, and that 
we are deſtined heirs of immortality. 
From this we may infer, that as every 
portion of our preſent life has an influence 
on each ſucceeding one; ſo {hall the ſen- 
timents we are now imbibing, the habits 
we are now forming under the agency or 
the Divine Spirit, have an effect on our 
eternal duration. The influence of the 
ſeaſons on each other, is not a more cer- 
tain and ſtriking fact in the natural 
world, than this which takes place in the 
hiſtory of man. If there be labour and 
cultivation in the fpring, there will be 
beauty and verdure in ſummer : il beauty 


and yerdure in ſummer, autumn ſeldom 
{ails 


3 

fails to fill our hearts with food and 
plenty. If, influenced by the Divine 
Spirit, „ we add to our faith, virtue; if 
« to virtne, knowledge; to knowledge, 
* temperance; to temperance, patience ; 
eto patience, godlineſs; to godlineſs, 
*© brotherly kindneſs; and to brotherly 
« kindneſs, charity ;—we ſhall, at laſt, 
«« poſſeſs the peaceful fruits of righteouſ- 
« neſs. 


* 


Were death a termination to our hopes 
and fears (though Conſideration, even on 
this ſuppoſition, would be highly uſeful 
in the management of our ordinary af- 
fairs) yet it could not be of ſuch ſingular 
and momentuous conſequence : But the 
moment we reflect that we are candidates 
for glory, honour and immortality, the 
eminent advantage of the moſt ſcrupulous 
circumſpection will at once appear evi- 
dent. When we dic, we ſhall ceaſe from 
our labours : In whatever way they have 
been ſpent, whether in the ſervice of God, 
or in the paths of folly, their effects are 

to 


+} 
F 
1 
by 
„ 
+» 
: 
( 
'a 
A 
* 
1 
* 
« 
1 
W 
y 
=y 
1 
. 
4 
14 
1 


, 
a] 


—"- * 


„ 


to follow us. —High and important there- 
fore is the part we are now acting. How- 


ever trifling it may appear to us, either 


angels now ſurvey us as their future afſy- 
ciates, or devils eye us as their fellow 
priſoners in the regions of deſpair. Al- 
though we ſhould deem it inſignificant, 
yet it is, at leaſt, intereſting in the ſight 
both of heaven and hell : and do you not 
think it will appear equally intereſting to 
us at a dying hour, or when the folemni- 
ties. of a future judgment are diſplayed 
before our eyes? 


With what care and reflection, there“ 
fore, ought we to proceed through a life 


that carries in its womb fich ſerious, 
infinite and laſting conicquences. 


There is a particular period in our lives, 
when we generally make choice of tome 
department in fociety, to which our in— 
clination leads us. To appear in a uſeful 
and retpectabic light in this ſtation, what 
labour do we not beitow e- What aſſidu- 
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ous care and application, what previous 
ſtudy and diſcipline, do we not purſue ; 
and ſhall we remain indolent and incon- 
ſiderate about having our minds enriched 
with principles that are thus to operate 
for ever; in having our lives adorned 


with habits that are thus to extend their 


inflaence throughout eternity ? Since 
this is the caſe, does it not become us, in 
every action we perform, to have an eye 
to thoſe higher, to thoſe ultimate and 
eternal intereſts, that are now depending, 
— tO contider our ways,” in every ſtage 
of our progrels. 


We have this day begun to add to the 
number of our years that we have already 
ſpent in this world We cannot be bet- 
ter employed than uſhering in ſuch a 


valuable portion of our time with the 
moſt 1c1 ious and devout Conſide ration on 
our ways. We have been permitted, by 
the deternining power 6 Heaven, to ſee 
more days and years chan viat have been 
ZSranted to many ot our acquaintances, 


friends 
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friends and relations. If we look back to 
the commencement of the period that is 
finiſhed, how many of our boſom friends 
have we ſeen ſwept off the ſtage of lite ? 
Have not we ſeen generation ſucceeding 
generation, as wave ſucceeds wave? 
Have we not ſeen, in the wide circle of 
our acquaintances, multitudes, like the 
leaves in Autumn, dropping into the 
grave; while we are left behind to wit- 
neſs the future havock, that time is {ſtill 
to make among men! While we are thus 
permitted to remain, perhaps only to 
increaſe the triumphs of Death this feafon, 
is it not incumbent on us to conſider our 
ways, —to begin with a ſerious reſolution 
of redeeming the time, —of fo remember- 
ing our days, that we may apply our 
hearts to heayenly wildom ? 


Years are thoſe portions of time, when 
finiſhed, we ought particularly to make a 
ſtand in life, both to recollect the events 
that are paſt, and to prepare for thoſe 


that are ſtill yeiled in obſcurity, over 
which 
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which the Divine Being has thrown a 
miſt impenetrable to mortal eye. T his 
is the ſeaſon, which we commonly {et 
apart for the examination and arrange- 
ment of the ſtate of our finances, and 
worldly concerns: It is ſurely much 
more becoming and neceſlary, to devote 
the beginning of another year to the 
examination of the ſtate of our heavenly 
and eternal intereſts. VDays ſhould 
„ ſpeak, ſays Job, and multitude of years 
« ſhould teach us wiſdom.“ 


Years, like thoſe ſtones erected to de- 
ſcribe the length of the way, and to 
regulate the pace and movement of the 
paſſenger, ought to have a ſimilar effect 
on every traveller through life. The 
abode of man in this world has been often 
compared to a pilgrimage. The years 
that are paſt ſhould remind him how 
much of his pilgrimage is finiſhed, and 
make him more induſtrious and concerned 
about the remaining parts. As we ad- 


vance to the end of our preſent lite, does 
C it 


f 


it not become us to feel an anxiety about 
the next, proportioned to the ſhortneſs 
of the way, that lies before us? As every 
year is filled with ſuch revolutions and 
cataſtrophies, ought not theſe to fix our 
thoughts on thoſe objects that are not 
ſubject to change, or decay, and to lift 
us above the commotions and vanities of 
life? Have the hopes of heaven had this 
influence on our conduct? As we have 
retired from the beginning of our days, 
has our attachment to this world been 
duly tempered with the hope ſet before 
us? Has preparation for another ſtate 
been properly mingled with the concerns 
and buſineſs of this? Has that happy 
moment, which ſhall diflolve our con- 
nection with this ſcene of things, when 
cc ʒve ſhall reſt from our labours, ” been 
rendered familiar and agreeable to our 
minds? Has this year found us more 
ſteadfaſt and immoveable, more abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord ? Theſe 
are important queſtions; and it becomes 
every one, * whoſe breath is in their 

« noſtrils, 


131 

« noſtrils, whoſe lite is but a ſpan, whoſe 
„ foundation is in the duſt,” to give a 
ſpeedy and deciſive anſwer ; leſt thoſe 
years approach, in which, if we have 
neglected the preſent, we ſhall have but 
too much xcaſon to ſay, our ſouls take 
no pleaſure! | 


Think how precious a giſt time is! 
When once gone, it never returns! Con- 
ſider that every moment is to be accounted 
for! Conſider how ſhort and uncertain 
it is! You have but to look back and to 
recollect how many in your remembrance 
have been ſuddenly called off the ſtage of 
lite! How often have you ſtood ſurpri- 
ſed, when informed of the condition of 
your departed friends! 


Think alſo how large a proportion of 
your days have been waſted in childhood, 
in the heat and folly of youth; how many 
of them have been employed in the pur- 
{uit of idle and frivolous amuſements, be- 
fore you turned your attention to the 
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great objects and deſigns for which you 
were ſent into the world. And this ſug— 
geſts what I intended, in the Second place, 
to ſhow, —The neceſſity and advantage of 
religions Conſideration, to the young and 
riſing generation ! 


Farly Conſideration, to my yonng 
friends, will be confefIed by all to be of 
ſingular ſervice, Long life and length of 
days are probably before them. Their 
minds are as yet tender ant plant, unpo— 
lated with much actual guil:, and uninflu— 
enced by the talſe principles and vicious 
cuſtoms of the world. It is, therefore, 
peculiarly graceful and becoming in them, 
by an early attention to conduct, now to 
prevent much future forrow and remorſe. 
If their minds are impreſſed with a ferious 
ſenle of religion—ot the great obligations 
they lie under to God, as their Creator— 
of the ſtrong and lacred ties that bind 
them to men—there is a fair pr1olpect of 
their ulcfulneſs, in the remainder ot lite, 


Recol- 


1 


Recollect, my young friends! who it is 


that addreſſes you; who it 1s that com- 
mands you to conſider your ways. Alt is 
that God, who brought you into exiſt- 
ence—who took care of you when you 
hung upon your mother's breaſt—who has 
guided and guarded you from the womb 


—who has made every morning and 


evening rejoice over you—Wwho alone can 
proſper your affairs in life—who can 
render the number of your days happy, 
and your departure from the world com- 
fortable. Will you not liſten then to ſo 


ſerious and ſolemn an admonition, ** Thus 


* faith the Lord of Hoſts, Conſider your 


* ways 2” 


To want of religious Conſideration, in 
our firſt outtet in lite, may be aſcribed 
moſt, or all the miſeries incident to man. 
But how often is this overlooked in the 
education of the tender minds! Youth is 
a ſcaſon too often marked with a peculiar 
levity and thoughtletsneſs, and the diſcip- 
line of religion is ſeldom employed to 

check, 
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check, or deſtroy it. But if it be uniformly 
ſpent at the ſhrine of Folly, it is ſare to 
pave the way ſor a diſſipated, irregular 
and worthleſs deportment, through the 
remainder of life. The inconſideration of 
our early years too often appears through 
the ſucceſſive ſtages of our journey; and, 
guided by no direct path, makes us blind- 
fold ruſh on precipiccs that prove our 
ruin. Were you then, my young friends! 
to ſtop juſt at your entrance on the ſtage 
of the world, and to view with a ſteady 
eye the ſcenes that lie before you; and, 
amidſt the various paths that will preſent 
themſelves to your view, deliberately to 
enter upon that of religion—deliberately 
* to embrace the truth, as it is in Jelus”— 
* toſearch the Scriptures from your youth,” 


and to pay a ſacred and ſolemn regard to 


the intereſting truths they reveal, much 
trouble would be averted from falling on 
your own heads ; from much anxiery and 
heartfelt vexation would your parents, 
friends and relations be freed ; and much 
real good would be performed to ſociety. 

Think 
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Think then in what manner you deſign 
to acquit yourſelves in the great duties of 
life; —in the devotion you owe to God 
in the juſtice you owe to men. Weak 
and feeble are your own powers—ſtrong 
and impetuous are your paſſions—corrupt 
and treacherous are your hearts: In the 
commencement of life, as well as in the 
concluſion, © your ſufficiency muſt, there- 


fore, be of God. ” 


Depending then on the fulfilment of 
this promiſe, © My grace ſhall be made 
C ſufficient for you; my ſtrength ſhall be 
made perfect in your weaknels ;”—are 
you reſolved to act in conformity to the 
will of your Creator? Is it to be your 
firſt and principal care, to obſerve with 
fidelity the precepts of that religion which 
he has revealed? Are you determined, 
whatever others do, to cultivate the ſhin- 
ing graces of the Chriſtian life, —“ to 
know God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
* hath ſent, and whom to know is life 

* eternal:” or are you to fill up the 
| whole 
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whole of your time by the idle cares, and 
ſtill idler pleaſures of the world? Now 


is the opportunity of laying the founda- 


tion of all that is fair and beautiful in 
conduct. Conſider your ways“ deli- 
berately at this ſeaſon, and fix on an un- 
alterable plan of filling your ſtation in the 
world with uſefulneſs and propriety; and, 
depending on the promiſed aid of heaven, 
proceed, in a progreſſive manner, to the 
higheſt degrees of proficiency, in the 
ſcience of living well. The Scriptures 
allure you, in ſolemn language, that 
«© as you ſow, you mult reap;” that the 
fruits of your induſtry are not to termi- 
nate with the grave. Youth, in whatever 
way you ſpend it, has an effe& on man- 
hood: Manhood, in whatever way you 
mean to ſpend it, has an equal influence 
on old age; and the whole of life put 
together, has an inſeparable connection 
with our eternal duration! If you then 
waſte the more early and precious mo- 


ments of life, without acting a deliberate Þ 
and religious part, beſides wringing out] 


the 
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the dregs of ſo inconſiderate a courſe in 
miſery and contempt among men, more 
awful conſequences ( unleſs the arm of 
God interfere) await you in a future and 
unchangeable ſtate. There, thoſe eyes, 
that ſhould have contemplated the bean- 
ties of the heavenly Jeruſalem, ſhall be- 
hold nothing but the regions of fell deſ- 
pair: Thoſe tongues, that ſhould have 
uttered accents of heavenly devotion, 
ſhall then, —dreadful thought! be em- 
ployed in blaſpheming the God of hea- 
ven and of earth: Thoſe hands, that 
ſhould have attuned a celeſtial harp, ſhall 
then become inſtruments fit only for ex- 
preſſing your inward horror and agony 
of mind: Thoſe hearts, that ſhould have 
been temples of the Holy Ghoſt, —the 
ſeats of purity and love, ſhall then be- 
come the habitation of endleis wiethed- 
neſs, and of the worm that dicth not! 


In order to avoid theſe alarming con- 
ſequences, will you not confels that Con- 
ſideration is abſolutely neceſſary? While 

; the 
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the prime of life, —while the care of affec- 
tionate parents are in your power, while 
the means of grace, and the hopes of 
glory, are placed before your eyes, it is 
your duty not to neglect them, but to 
improve them to the beſt and nobleſt 
purpoſes, —the falvation of your immor- 
tal ſouls! Let the fate of thouſands, who 
have ruined themſelves, who have made 
ſhipwreck of principle, of honour, and 
of character, teach you wiſdom. —— Con- 
ſider the world on which you are juſt 
entering as an extenſive ocean ;—on it 
you will ſee wrecks, thick and frequent; 
let theſe forwarn you of the concealed 
and fatal rocks, on which, it you ruſh, 
you ſhall likewiſe infallibly periſh. —Valu- 
able is the ſeaſon of lite you now enjoy ! 
What would not he, who is marked with 
gray hairs in iniquity, give for your mo- 
ments? What would not the untimely 
criminal, or ghaſtly ſinner profer for your 
innocent hours? How much, do you 
think, would thoſe, who are now doomed 


to everlaſting puniſhment, give to be once 
more 


21 ] 
more put in poſſeſſion of your opportu- 
nity ? Events big with future miſery, 
or future happineſs, ſpring from the prin- 
ciples you are now imbibing from the 
habits you are now forming. You are at 
laſt to ſtand at the bar of God and to be 
judged “ according to deeds done in the 
„ body, whether they have been good or 
« bad.” Theſe, if the reſult of forward- 
ne and raſhneſs will diffuſe miſery and 
ruin over the remainder of your days; 
if the reſult of wiſdom and diſcretion they 
will give to life a high and exquiſite re- 
liſh. It becomes not you, therefore, 
to defer the needful work of Conſidera- 
tion to the middle, or concluding ſtages 
of life, leſt conſcious guilt and merited 
reproach meet you in every thought. 
Since fo much depends on the firſt and 
continued ſteps you take in life, who then 
would not offer up the ſincereſt prayers 
for your ſafety and happineſs ?—May the 
ſpirit of God conduct you through the 
ſlippery paths of youth, and unſeen lead 
you in the paths of righteouſneſs, and at 


D 2 | laſt 
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| laſt render you reſpectable in the fight of 
; heaven and of earth! 8 


| Think not, however, after this ſeaſon 
of life is gone that you ſhall have no oc- 
caſion * to conſider your ways,” The 
farther you advance i in liſe - the more you 
engage in the buſineſs of the world—the 
more you mingle in the ſociety of men— 
the more neceſlary it will become to look 
around you with care, and examine your 
conduct. You are ſafe within the walls 
of the nurſery,—you are ſafe under the 
eye of a parent: But you have reaſon to 
tremble when you quit the one —when 
you are at a diſtance trom the other, — 
It may have been your happineſs to have 
been tavoured with leſſons of the ſoundeſt 
wiſtom, from the lips of affectionate pa- 
rents; perhaps you have often heard 
them ſend up fervent prayers for your 
future prolpericy, and you may have left 
your fathe1's houle, and native home, 
deeply imprefſed with a ſerious ſenſe of 
religion; and tor that realon you may 
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1 
be apt to imagine, you have no need of 
Conſideration. Be not, however, too 
confident. You may now ſtand on a ſure 
and ſtable foundation: but both reaſon 
and religion commands you to conſider 


your ways,—to take heed leſt you fall, 


not only in the outſet, but in the more 
advanced ſtages of your journey through 
life. Perhaps you have fortunately eſ- 
caped the pleaſing ſnares of vice, ——you 
have not fallen in the ſlippery and dan- 
gerous paths of youth, and religion, for 
the preſent, has full poſſeſſion of your 
heart. For this very reaſon, like a ſhip 


richly laden, you muſt be guarded with 
double care. 


I. It becomes you, therefore, to be 
watchful and atrentive when you have the 
proſpect of changing your ſituation of life. 
If heaven ſhould crown your induſtry with 
proſperity, —it becomes you then, in a 
particular manner, * to conſider your 
* ways.” When placed in a ſucceſsful 
and proſperous condition, there is no 


ſmall 
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ſmall danger of your former ſentiments 
undergoing a ſtriking and viſible change! 
External circumſtances, and more fre- 
quent intercourſe with the world but too 
much mould and form us. Hence we are 
often cautioned and put on our guard, 
by the inſpired authors, againſt the world, 
Pure religion and undefiled before 
« God and the Father, is this,” ſays 
James, © to keep one ſelf unſpotted from 
« the world.“ The fame apoſtle aſſures 
us, that the fellowſhip of the world is 
« enmity with God.” We are alſo told 
in ſolemn language, „That the world 
“ lieth in wickedneſs.” Hence the apoſ- 
tle John exhorts us, Love not the 
« world.” Our Lord himſelf commands 
us to watch and pray againſt its power 
and influence, A ftate of proſperity is 
the moſt trying and dangerous one, in 
which we can be placed. You are parti- 
cularly called upon, when placed in {ſuch 
a condition, to conſider your ways.” — 
For he, that could have reſiſted the ſolli- 
citations to vice, in the vale of obſcurity 

and 
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and retirement, will ever find it a more 
difficult taſk, when moving in a more 
public, affluent, and exalted ſphere. The 
virtues, that might have flouriſhed in the 
ſhade, may ſuffer, if Conſideration is 
a wanting, a temporary decay in the ſun- 
ſhine of proſperity and ſucceſs. . Ought 
you not then, amidſt the changing ſcenes 
of the world, to conſider your ways, — 
and ſtudy to retain your integrity, to pre- 
{erve your religious ſentiments, and to 
ſhow how little influence the concerns of 
time, or the pleaſures of ſenſe, haye in 
the regulation of your conduct? Ought 
you not to watch over your behaviour at 
this critical and trying ſeaſon with a 
jealous eye, leſt the buſineſs and amuſe- 
ments of liſe ſhould either alter, or cor- 
rupt your heart? But proſperity is not 
the only danger that threatens you. 


2. It becomes you to conſider your 
ways,—to pay ſerious attention to your 
conduct in the connections you mean to l 
; | form in the world, “ Evil communica- | 
„tions 


advantages of your education? Will you 
+ 5: ſo 
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te tions corrupt good manners.” Per: 
haps you are as yet but little connected 
with the world. You have ſtill the ha- 
zard (and a real hazard it is) ro run of 


forming ſuch connections in ſociety as 


may imbitter the remainder of your days, 
and dry up the ſprings of future happi- 
neſs: Hitherto you have walked with 


the wiſe ; ere long it may be your misfor- 


tune to have but too frequent intercourſe 
with the leſs virtuous part of mankind, 
and mindleſs of your former character, 
you may aſſume that of your new com- 
panions,—imbibe their ſentiments, —act 
upon their plan, and form to theirs the 
reliſh of your ſoul. How neceſlary then, 
my young friends ! is Confideration— 
the matureſt Conſideration here? In the 
early parts of life, with much pains and 
induſtry, have you acquired a treaſure 
of wiſdom. and of happineſs, and will 


you ſquander it away by mere inadver- 


tance; by being thus conformed to 
te the world.” Will you renounce the 
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1» ſoon forget the ſenſe and preſence of 
your creator, ſo early inſtilled into your 
tender minds? Will you fo ſoon deny 
the name and renounce the profeſſion of 
a Chriſtian ? Will you fo ſoon forget the 
love and favours of the Redeemer of men, 
and facrifice the. perpetual pleaſures, 
which his religion promiles, for the plea- 
ſures of ſin, which are but for a ſeaſon ? 
Is that ſun, which role with ſuch ſplen- 
dor, thus to ſet in ſuch untimely dack- 
ne(s? Is that flower, which ſhowed ſuch 
early and vernal beauty, thus to ſuffer 
decay for want of continued cultivation ? 
« Will you” ( to uſe the language of 
ſcripture, than which nothing can be 
{tronger, or more expreſſive of your ſitu- 
ation) * (ow wheat and thus reap thorns? 
Will you earn wages and put it in a 
© bag full of holes?” Let Conſideration, 
—let reflection then preſide and attend 
your progreſs through te. * You can» 
* not,” ſaid an antient philoſopher, 
ever feel any uneaſineſs from not pry- 
ing into the lives and actions of other, 

E « mens 
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© men; but you ſhall and muſt feel the 
« oreateſt miſery from not prying into 
« your own life and actions.“ Let 
ſedateneſs then be your guide. ——Let a 
ſtrict and impartial ſcrutiny ever be em- 
ployed in all the ſtages of your journey, 
You ſhall then have reaſon to look back 
to the beginning of your days with the 
higheſt ſatisfaction. Your life ſhall riſe 
up in order before you, like a beautiful 
and well cultivated landſcape, every por- 
tion of which appearing pleaſant and de- 
lightful to the eye. But theſe admoni- 
tions you may deſpiſe, - theſe motives to 
induce you to conſider your ways, may 
have but little weight. Mindlels of every 
human and ſacred obligation, you may 
delight to walk in the counlcl of the 
„ ungodly, — to ſtand in the way of ſin- 
© ners,—and to fit in the ſeat of the 


% ſcornful.“ It remains, therefore, that 


I ſhow, in tlie Third place, the neceſſity 
and advantage of Conſideration to ſuch as 
are of a vicious and abandoned charac- 
ter. 


— To 
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To no perſon is Conſideration more 
neceſſary than to him who is in the path 
of the deſtroyer, who is dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſin. He is in a dangerous 
and ruinous path. The ultimate end and 
deſign of his creation he has forgotten. 
The heavens, and the inanimate works 
of nature, ſtill continue to ſhew forth 
the glory of their maker; but not one 
thought, not one word, not one action 
of his life ever tended to glorify that God 
who gave him exiſtence. —To him he has 
never paid ſupreme veneration. Devout 
and grateful adoration has never ſoftened 
and warmed his heart. A ſtrong ſenſe 
of his neceſſary dependence upon God; 
humility and fervency in his worſhip, — 
willing obedience to his laws, —and an 
acquieſcence in all the determinations of 
his providence, are ſubjects by no means 
familiar to his mind. Conſcience, and 
all the generous principles of his nature, 
have gradually yielded to the uſurpation 
of the inferior paſſions, While he thus 
has diſregarded his God, —while he thus 
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has ruined his own happineſs, it would 
be vain to expect he ſliould view the in- 
tereſls of his fellow men with a friendly 
and benevolent eye. And accordingly 
we find him, inſtead of having cultivated 
a lively ſenſe of integrity, humanity, and 
compaſſion, violating with a daring arm 
all the ties of juſtice and benevolence, 
To injure and diſtreſs has ever been the 
tonor of his life. Can there be a more 
dereſtable character than this? And to 
what is it owing? Is it not to want of 
Conſideration on the final deſtination of 
man, and the ruinous effects of vice ?— 
And it there be one in this aflembly, 
whole conlcience tells him, „ Thou art 
„ the man,” —let me aſk him, do you 
not think immediate Conſideration neceſ- 
fary? You are ſtanding on a precipice, 
every moment ready to drop into deſtruc- 
tion. Can you make too much haſte to 
flee from ſo great and apparent danger ! 
Medicine to a virulent and dangerous 
diicale is not more neceflary than Conſi- 
deration is ior you. Let Conſcience re- 
ſume 
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ſume her throne but for one moment, 
and put this intereſting queſtion to you: 
If you perſevere, what conſequences do 
you expect to follow your conduct? Look 
around you in the world, —ſee thouſands 
reaping the unpalatable fruits of their 
raſhnels and folly ; ſee them pining 
away in poverty, meanneſs, and con- 
tempt; ſee them feeling - exquiſitely 
feeling all the ruinous effects of their jirre- 
gularities and crimes, by a ceaſeleſs anxi- 
ety of mind. Fvery thought within tends 
to diſturb their repoſe, every object 
without to harraſs their minds. But you 
need not go ſo far to be convinced of 
this truth. Conſult your own feelings; 
aſk your own heart, what guilty horrors 
have already interrupted your repoſe? — 
Say, with candor, ſay, when ſobriety of 
mind has returned for a ſeaſon, what 
piercing agonies have already embittered 
your days! How oft has that ſun beheld 
your mind, at ſuch intervals of reflection, 
tortured with a-g11th and diſmay! And 
if you intend to go through the ſeveral 

ſtages 
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ſtages of iniquity, to wander ſtill farther 
in the mazes of ſin, do you expect leſs 
ſevere and excruciating agony of mind 


Be not deceived. Behind, will not 
unrepented guilt fill you with diſmay ;— 
Before, will not an awful eternity and an 
offended God ſtrike you with terror, and 
ſhake your guilty frame? Stop then, 
and Conſider your ways. For this pur- 
pole was reaſon. and underſtanding im- 
planted within you: For this purpoſe 
the Almighty addreſſes you from his 
throne, Will you then extinguiſh - the 
candle of the Lord, that is thus lighted 
up within you, by not following its 
direction? Will you turn a deaf car to 
the voice which ſpoke you into exiſtence? 
What is this, but to be without under- 
ſtanding, and like the beaſts that periſh ! 
If you do not ſtop, you may, ere long, 
become hardened in iniquity : Your con- 
ſcience become leared as with a hot iron. 
A viſible diſplay of the righteous judg- 
ments of Heaven, againſt the works of 

dark- 
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darkneſs! The contempt of all good 
men may ceaſe to make an impreſſion on 


your mind. This is the common caſe: 
Alas! it is but too common ! 


Be not deceived. Although this dead- 
neſs in treſſpaſſes and ſin, may take place 
for a conſiderable length of time; yet, 
you have to fear, if you go on from 
vanity to vice, with a progreſſive pace, 
there will arrive a black and dreadful day, 
when ſome misfortunate event in life, 
when ſome affliting diſpenſation of Di- 
vine Providence, like a ſmall ſpark, ſhall 
kindle a fire within you, and make all 
your crimes, with their peculiar aggra- 
vations, pals, in ſad review, before your 
eyes, The hurry of buſineſs, the plea- 
ſures of ſenſe, and the deceitfulneſs of 
lin, may now lull you afleep ; but your 
| awakening ſhall then be awſul. Seldom 
is impenitence allowed to go off this 
mortal ſtage, without taſting the bitrer 
fruits of its folly and impiety. Then the 
ſtings of a guilty mind, joined to the 

adverſe 


( 34 1 
adverſe circumſtances of life, ſhall render 
you a complete picture of human wretch- 
edneſs. Conſcience, had its voice been 
liſtened to, before you made ſuch pro- 
greſs in iniquity, would have ſoothed 
you in this trying hour of diſtreſs ; but, 
when deſolation cometh as a whirlwind, 
it ſhall then increaſe the fury of the ſtorm, 
by thundering in your ears the bittereſt 
reproaches, and extort from your breaſt 
the following language of deſpondency 
and deſpair.——*< J have now reached 
de the ſummit of wickedneſs, —the heights 
* of human madneſs. The cloſe of life 
« js faſt approaching, and it forces me 
© to look back on the beginning of my 
© days, to take a retroſpect view of life; 
«© which, alas! reſembles too much a 
6 hleak, barren, and uncultivated deſert! 
« The pious education, which I received 
„ from the lips of indulgent parents, 
% ſoon loſt its influence in the world, | 
c had not been long in the ſociety of 
« men, till I became the companion of 
ce fools; and, mindleſs of God, or of 

| man 
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man, followed my own criminal de- 
vices. I have ſinned againſt the cleareſt 
knowledge of my dutv, —againſt the 
frequent checks and convictions of con- 
ſcience, —againſt the admonitions and 
reproofs of my beſt and worthieſt friends, 
In the hours of mirth and of vanity, I 
have braved even the terrors of the 
Lord, and the wrath of God revealed 
from heaven. I have lightly eſteemed 
the cruel ſufferings of my Saviour for 
ſin, and neglected the ſalvation of God: 
In conſequence of which, I now feel 
the reproaches of youth, joined to the 
vanity and inſignificance of old age. 
Oh! the deſpair that lodges within this 
breaſt! Like a dead and inſupportable 
burden, it preſſes down my very foul! 
How can I bear the compunction of 
mind I feel for the many valuable 
hours I have loſt, My days, inſtead 
of having been ſpent in the ſervice of 
my God, have been ſpent “ in the 
ways of ſinners.” —I now ſtand on the 
brink of an awful eternity! -A folemn 

F « appear- 
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appearance before my judge is not far 
diſtant, and I find myſelf in poſſeſſion 
of nothing to ſupport me then, but 
the bitter remembrance of guilt. 
Now my fins harrow up my foul !— 
e What! what muſt I feel, when they 
* riſe up in judgment againſt me, in 
| *© preſence of the inſulted Majeſty of hea- 
« yen and earth ;—when an irreverſible 
« ſentence from the throne of God ſhall 
fix my doom to eternal ages, and con- 
„ ſign me over to everlaſting fire pre- 
*& pared for the Devil and his angels !— 
« O that I were annihilated! O that I 
* could drop into nothing II feem as if 
5 all hell was within me, and I in hell!“ 
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Such is the language you will employ, 
when you have finiſhed your mad and 
thoughtleſs career of wickednels; when 
you have filled up the meaſure of your 
wrath. Let me now aſk you, after a 
view of ſuch conſequences, reſulting from 
want of Conſideration (and they are cer- 


tain conſequences) what are your preſent 
reſo- 
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reſolutions? Do you ſtill put no value 
on Conſideration? Or, I will ſuppoſe 
the beſt, do you wiſh to leave your fins ? 
To depart from the ſnares of death? 
is your conſcience awakened? Are you 
weary and heavy-laden with the burden 
of your ſins? Is the defire implanted in 
your breaſt to come unto Jeſus that you 
may have life? Have you got a ſurfeit 
of iniquity? Is vice now ſtripped of that 
thin diſguiſe, and thoſe falle ornaments, 
in which your paſſions and prejudices and 
mad companions formerly drefled it ?— 
Are you now anxious to apply to the 
Saviour of mankind for pardon—to ule 
thoſe means, which he has put into your 
power, for the reſtoration of your nature, 
and the recovery of your felicity ? If 
theſe be your determinations, think not 
that you are ſuch an outcaſt of heaven. 
If you ſee the folly of your conduct, —if 
you are ſenſible of your danger, and 
through the grace God, are henceforth 
© to walk in the law of the Lord,” 


Your Saviour, this moment, from his 
throne 
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throne of mercy, gives you the completeſt 
pardon, — For ſuch as you, immortal 
thanks to Heaven !—his croſs was erected 
on Mount Calvery : For ſuch as you the 
blood ſtreamed from his fide, —it was de- 
ſigned to waſh away the guilt and pollu- 
tion of the world. What {ſtronger argu— 
ments can I adduce to make you turn 
from your ſins unto the Lord, © who 
© will have mercy upon you, and to our 
* God, who will abundantly pardon you.” 
And may the ſpirit of God create you 
again in Cliriſt ſeſus unto good works, and 
enable you to walk in newneſs of life! 


Thus have I ſhewn the neceſſity and ad- 
vantages of Conſideration to different cha- 
racters and certain ſeaſons of life, from the 
circumſlances peculiar to each of them, 
In whatever claſs, or diviſion we land, let 
us „ conſider our ways.“ We are all men, 
and acting for eternity, —let us then not 
trifle with time, and {quander it away by 
treaſuring up to ourlelves wrath againſt the 
day of wrath :—I1f we are young, let ue, 
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jn a ſpecial manner, take care to remem- 
ber our Creator in the days of our youth. 
Let us enter on the world with a vigilant 
and jealous eye. Let us guard againſt 
the different methods of ſeduction that 
will be employed to corrupt our morals, 
and deſtroy our principles. Truſt not 
preſumptuouſly to your own underſtand- 
ings. Ever look up to heaven for ſupe- 
rior aid and direction. Be often on 
bended knees, pouring out the deſires of 
your hearts before God, who has pro- 
miſled, „ They that ſeek me early ſhall 
© find me.” Deſtitute of his aſſiſtance, 
you are like ſo many helpleſs orphans, 
left to wander in a pathleſs deſert, with- 
out one friendly arm to conduct you, 
without one friendly arm to protect you 
from thoſe thick and conſtant ſtorms, that 
will ſoon gather around your heads.— 
« You mult lift up your eyes unto the 
* hills, from whence cometh your help, 
*« Your help muſt come from the Lord, 


«© who made heaven and carth., ?——— 


Take care, when you haye reached the 
the 
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middle and buſieſt; part of life; leſt- the 
changes, that may then take place, ſhould 
alter your ſentiments.— Be cautious, — 

be conſiderate in your intercourſe with | 
the world, that your heart may not re- 
proach you ſo long as you live. I ſhall 
conclude this diſcourſe by laying before 
you the dying advice of the king of Iſrael | 
to his young ſon. And thou, Solomon 
« my ſon, know thou the God of thy 
* father, and ſerve him with a perfect 
« heart, and willing mind; for the Lord 
5 ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth 
all the imaginations of the thoughts: 2. 
« if thou ſeek him, he will be found of 
« thee; but if thou forſake him, he will 
, caſt thee off for ever. 1 Cron. 


xxviii. 9. 


An 


